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THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 
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The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1 1 & 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Martin et al. 

Refer to detail fig. 2 of Martin et al. A power supply B(+)1 ,B(-) is supplied to an 
input differential stage 3 and may be read as the first power supply voltage claimed 
while stage 3 is read as the first amplifier means or circuitry claimed as it receives an 
input differential signal IPS.IPS2 and generates an intermediate differential signal 1/A, 
1/A comp. A power supply circuit 6 generates another set of supply voltages B(+)2,B(-)2 
from the first voltage. Although a 1:1 transformer is used in the supply circuit 6, the drop 
across diodes D2.D3 will ensure that the B2 supply voltage is less than B1 and thus the 
B2 supply may be read as the second power supply voltage claimed. The B2 supply 
voltage is supplied to an output differential amplifier stage 5 that generates an output 
differential signal OUT+.OUT- from the intermediate differential signal. Thus stage 5 
may be read as the second amplifier means or circuitry claimed. Since this is an audio 
output amplifier, it would be logical to assume it draws more current than the input stage 
3. 

Claims 12-17 & 19 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 
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Claims 1-10 are allowed. 
Claims 1 & 9 specify a voltage follower not shown by Martin et al., and claim 15 implies 
the same; the output magnitude of the output stage 5 of Martin et al. would presumably 
be greater than the signal fed to it as it is used as an audio output amplifier. The current 
source circuitry of claims 12-14 is not shown by Martin et al. It would be unlikely that the 
common mode voltages of the stages would differ by a predetermined amount (claim 
16) or be made equal (claim 19) due to the presence of isolation network 4 between the 
amplifier stages. 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Ausserlechner and Sevenhans et al. each disclose cascaded 
amplifier stages using different supplies but in each case the output stage uses a higher 
supply voltage. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Steven J. Mottola whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1766. The examiner can normally be reached on M-Th from 8 to 5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Robert J. Pascal, can be reached on 571-272-1769. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
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For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




